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Summary:  
Canadian Parents for French is a national organization of volunteers dedicated towards the promotion 
and creation of French-second-language learning opportunities for young Canadians. We achieve our 
mission through three pillars of engagement; providing cultural activities, advocacy, and research. 
 
CPF Surrey was heavily engaged in advocacy work rather than cultural activities again this year.  The 
Surrey School District continues to face crippling over-crowding in three neighbourhoods which are 
directly threatening the French Immersion programs and may cause long-term ripple effects to other 
schools and families. This is further complicated by the negative unintended consequences out of the 
Supreme Court Ruling. 
 
The following is a review of activities from April 2016 – March 2017. 

 
1) Cultural & Language Recognition Activities: 
 

 Grade 12 Awards – Darian Pang managed the grade 12 awards which will be presented in June 
2017 to 8 Surrey graduates.  

 

 Exchanges Canada – Charlene Dobie co-chaperoned another amazing trip for 25 lucky Surrey 
students to Quebec in 2016 and has been working with Experiences Canada this year in support 
of Canada 150. A great opportunity for EMS and PRSS students!  
 

 Film Festival – Mary-Em Waddington coordinated the annual Film Festival where 2700 Surrey 
students joined us for “Le Guerre des Touques” and “Le Petit Prince”. This year we hosted the 
festival across two mornings which greatly simplified logistics.  

 

 Winter Carnaval – a winter carnaval was not held again this year due to lack of volunteer 
availability. Ecole Riverdale will host one in the new fiscal year, merci Riverdale PAC! 

 

 Concours d’art oratoire – Alicia Logie from the school district co-ordinates the district wide 
competition. Thank you to all the teachers supporting Concours in your classrooms and best of 
luck to all the competitors on May 6th 2017! 

 
2) Advocacy & Support Activities: 

 

 Surrey School Board – CPF Surrey President Mary-Em Waddington attended most Trustee 
meetings throughout the year as issues relating to French Immersion and the relocation of the 
Lord Tweedsmuir Secondary, Kwantlen Park Secondary and reduction of French program at 
Woodward Hill Elementary were discussed and their decisions made. 
 
 

 



  
 
 
In November, the decisions were announced to relocate the French Program from LTSS to Salish 
Secondary, relocate the Inter-A program from KPSS to QESS, allowing FI to stay, and reducing  
French Immersion from two kindergarten classes to one at Woodward Hill effective September 
2017. 
 
A new program at Ecole Cougar Creek opened in September 2016 with 14 students. We 
appreciate the support of the district in opening this space with a small cohort and hope that 
the program flourishes. 
 
A survey was done in May 2016 for the Lord Tweedsmuir School to ascertain how many families 
would drop French Immersion if the program relocated to Salish Secondary. The response was 
22% and the results were shared with the Trustees and district staff. We certainly hope this 
does not come to pass as many of the issues around transportation and school culture/activities 
are dealt with through the transition committee. 
 
CPF Surrey donated $7,600 to the Surrey School District to be used in the purchase of French 
library resources. Each of the books etc have been branded note our donation. 
 

 French Advisory Meetings – the School Board hosts three advisory committee meetings each 
year. Given the challenges we face maintaining French programs in established schools, we 
have asked for the district to consider French Immersion a distinct program rather than a 
choice program. The intent is to protect students, families and teachers from Policy 9200 which 
dictates choice programming will be provided in schools with available space. Discussion on this 
will be ongoing into 2017/18. 
 

 Senate Hearing on Official Languages - CPF Surrey President Mary-Em Waddington and her 
colleague from the Sooke Chapter had opportunity to present to the Senates’ Subcommittee on 
Official Languages speaking to the effects of program capping. In Surrey we have seen average 
waitlists for Kindergarten at 225 – 250 students for the past 5 years. Opportunity to grow the 
program exists, but capital space remains the critical challenge in moving this ideal forward.  
 

 Surrey Students Now – CPF Surrey partnered with Surrey Students Now, a parent lead group 
advocating for increased capital space and other education equity issues in Surrey.  Advocacy 
101 nights where held, in October and February, to educate others on how to advocate across 
the various levels of government.  
 

 National Meetings, October 2016 – CPR National hosted their Annual General Meeting and 
conference in Ottawa, always an excellent time to meet, share and learn with our CPF 
colleagues across Canada.  

 
 

Finances:  
The chapter closed the fiscal year with $17,479.70 cash in bank. 
 
 
 



  
 

 
Upcoming in 2017/18 school year 
We will keep our eye on how the effects of the Supreme Court ruling are played out across this district. 
Recently,  we found two negative unintended consequences where Panorama Ridge almost lost a gr 10 
FI class, and what the Ministry is doing regarding available space and portable. This continues to affect 
space changes and present serious challenges for the district. 
 
Activities to look forward to will be a carnaval (please let me know if your school is willing to coordinate 
and host!), the launch of Jenien en heur, and provision of grant money for school based events. 
 
Un bouquet du merci - for Alicia Logie and Marguerite O’Connor from the Surrey School District for all 
their help in coordinating events, particularly the Film Festival and Councours. We are grateful to have 
such strong support from them, and acknowledge all the benefits they provide to our amazing French 
Immersion teachers with professional day training and shared information on bursaries and other 
opportunities to improve their valued craft.  Thank you! 
   

 
Thank you to the parents that join us for chapter meetings and relay information back to your schools. 

A reminder our Chapter meetings are open to all, and you are welcome to attend. 
The 2017/18 calendar will be posted on www.cpf-surrey.com  

 

 
 
Please keep in touch over the summer and continue to follow @CPF-Surrey conversations on Facebook 
and Twitter. 
 
 
 
Kind regards, 
Mary-Em Waddington 
President, CPF-Surrey 

http://www.cpf-surrey.com/

